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1970 - A PERSONAL RETROSPECT JI^ 
i 
for the-Ghrrstmas-iasue of 
K . "The Australian'7"^ 
Jv\ t\x H»- c r, C 
( 1 ) CAN YOU NOMINATE ANY BOOK,LITERARY EXPERIENCE.OR INTELLECTUAL 
IDEA THAT SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED OR INTERESTED YOU IN 1970V 
( 2 ) WERE THERE ANY CULTURAL EVENTS OR CULTURAL CHANGES WITHIN AUSTRALIA 
THAT YOU FELT WORTHY OF REMARKTN~I 9 7 0 . FILM? THEATRE? MASS MEDIA? 
JOURNALISM? 
( 3 ) WHAT EVENTS.DOMESTIC,POLITICAL, OR INTERNATIONAL HAD THE MOST 
IMPACT"FOR" YOU AS AN AUSTRALIAN DURING 1970? 
( 4 ) ARE YOU PLEASED WITH THE STATE OF THE AUSTRALIAN NATION AS IT 
HEADS ON INTO THE 1970s? WHAT ARE THE GREATEST PROBLEMS YOU SEE 
LOOMING UP IN YOUR PERSONAL CRYSTAL BALL ? 
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(1) CAN YOU NOMINATE ANY BOOK, LITERARY EXPERIENCE, OR 
INTELLECTUAL IDEA THAT SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED OR 
INTERESTED YOU IN 1970?. 
The two books I found most interesting in the year were both 
related to the actual problems of modern government, especially 
as seen by social democrats^ 
They were J.-^J. Servan-Schreiber * s "The American Challenge" 
and Norval Morris' and Gordon Hawkins1 book, "The Honest 
Politician's Guide to Crime Control". 
Schreiber analysed the pattern of American overseas investment, 
its influence on the intellectual and political shape of the 
western societies, and its dominance afid ownership of new 
technologies. His description of the emergence of the 
'post-industrial' societies should be read by all those 
concerned with the direction in which our society is moving. 
For mysBlf, as a politician committed to a number of distinct 
democratic and cultural principles, the possibility of 
Australia ending up as simply one great super-market for 
American and Japanese manufacturers is frightening. 
From Schreiber and other similarly minded commentators 
one learned this year that it was not a matter of who 
owned what capital but of who owned what technological 
process and how the process determined the aggregation of 
capital. 
In the Gordon Hawkins and Norval Morris book a programme 
was put forward/ 
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2 . 
for a far more rational approach for crime control and 
prevention than has been available to the general public 
since the war. 
Literate, witty, wise, and illuminated by a practical 
humanism, the book distinguishes between the wood of 
prejudice and the trees of actual individual anti-social 
behaviour. 
Its main principal is a simple ones in a democracy 
such as ours people's property and persons must be 
protected by the legal forces of the society. 
What people do outside those limits is their own business. 
Unfortunately the two books reinforce the adage that the 
distance between the library and the bedroom (and I would 
add also the'legislature) is astronomical. 
(My Research Assistant says he thinks the drama associated 
with Max Harris's diet was of quite significant cultural 
importance.) 
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(2) WERE THERE ANY CULTURAL EVENTS OR CULTURAL CHANGES 
WITHIN AUSTRALIA THAT YOU FELT WORTHY OF REMARK 
IN 1970. FILM? THEATRE? MASS MEDIA? JOURNALISM? 
I think the most important cultural event in South 
Australia for 1970 was the Adelaide Festival of Arts. 
This is not because the Festival produced any great 
or emergent Australian work but that it did give us a 
chance to see exactly how good a really professional 
theatre company ban be. I refer, of cpurse, to The 
Royal Shakespeare Company. Its tour of Australia gave 
Australian audiences a criterion by which the products 
of Australian drama,producers can be measured. 
The Festival's Leonard French Retrospective Exhibition 
also gave an opportunity to see how his unique iconography 
had moved past quasi-religious symbolism to a point where 
it invested itself with what are now symbols of protest 
and national politics. 
The Festival also contained a major Richard Meale 
Concert in which one began to understand just how 
significant and extensive is his achievement. 
(My Research Assistant says Max Harris* long staying 
power should be considered as a cultural event worthy 
of note in 1970.) 
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( 3 ) WHAT EVENTS, DOMESTIC, POLITICAL, OR INTERNATIONAL 
HAD THE MOST IMPACT FOR YOU AS AN AUSTRALIAN 
DURING 1970? 
The return of the Labor Government in South Australia, 
(My Research Assistant says that the domestic event 
which had most significance for him was that Max Harris 
did not stand for the Senate.) 
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(4) ARE YOU PLEASED WITH THE STATE OF THE AUSTRALIAN NATION AS 
IT HEADS ON INTO THE 1970'S? WHAT ARE THE GREATEST PROBLEMS 
YOU SEE LOOMING UP IN YOUR PERSONAL CRYSTAL BALL? 
It seems to me that one of the most signficant and fundamental 
problems to be faced by Australians in the 'seventies is how to 
make the Federation work. 
Federal/State relations on both the financial level and the level 
of intensive social planning are rapidly reaching what can only 
be considered a crisis point. There is a vital need for long 
term, effective, and dynamic strategic moves on economic, 
political, and social levels if we are to ensure that the nation 
takes advantage of newly developing technologies and concepts. 
One of the essentials in this is Federal Government involvement 
in urban planning and development, an area it has consistently 
neglected since 1949. Even more important is*the need for a 
far reaching general appreciation of the directions in which 
Australian society should be moving. It is now time to determine 
at what point our economic and population growth should be turned 
from the present pattern of expansion to a new pattern of 
consolidation. 
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